MacGyver E-Collar
There are times when you need an e-collar for your glider and there is not one handy to use. Either you are away
from home, forgot it when you went to the vet’s office, or maybe used the last one in your first aid kit and
haven’t replaced it yet. Yes, you can run to the store to get supplies for a new one, but in the meantime your
glider runs the risk of doing further damage to themselves. It is possible to macgyver an e-collar that can hold
you until you can either get to yours or get to the store and buy supplies.
It is not good for a long term situation, but will work short term. I should know, I had to make one and use it. I
rescued a glider and stopped at the vets office on the way home for them to check out her injuries. She needed a
tail amputation. After it was done, I realized that my e-collar was sitting at home (20 minutes away) and I had a
glider fresh out of surgery that I needed to get home in one piece without further damage being done.
Thankfully I remembered a presentation I had seen several years before by Denise Rainwater on how to
macgyver an e-collar using easily accessible materials. With her permission, I am now sharing those
instructions with you.
1. Take an empty soda bottle and rinse it out.

2. Cut the bottle about 2 inches down from the top

3. Slit the side of the bottle, and cut off the spout,
this will create an opening that should be close to the
size of your glider’s neck.

4. Find some padding. At the vets office I used
gauze, but band-aids, fleece, or even kleenix will
work.

5. Wrap your padding around the narrow end of the
bottle to protect your glider’s neck from the sharp
edge of the plastic. Make sure that you cannot feel
the plastic through it.

6. Secure the padding with tape. Duct tape, or
electrical tape would be preferred, but in an
emergency, ANY tape will work including masking
tape.

At the vets office I used vet tape. It was more
textured than you want, because a glider could get a
grip on it with their nails, but beggars can’t be
choosers in an emergency.
This is the actual collar my glider wore home after
her surgery. She didn’t get it off and it protected her
tail from further injury until I could get her into one
that was made correctly.

While a well made e-collar is the best option, and the
one that will stand up to the most punishment, in an
emergency when one is not available you make due
with the materials you have available to you in order
to prevent your glider from further injury. That is
your number one goal. Once that goal is
accomplished you can work on making one that will
protect your glider long term, rather than one that
will make due.

